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B ICAT 2006

Ronald Sidhartaorw - o ks
RRAE

International Conference in Artificial Reality and
Telexistence (ICAT) was established 1991,

For those not familiar with [CAT yet, it is interesting to
note that unlike other notable conferences that were pioneered
by American/European institutions or universities, ICAT was
pioneered by VRSJ, as a result, we can always see a strong
presence of Japanese research works and Japanese committee
members. However, in a good balance, there are also many
international participants from other Asian and Western
researchers.

This conference is held annually, and this year, the 16th
conference., was held from Nov 29th - Dec st in Hangzhou,
PRC, with Zhejiang University of Technology as the host.

This year's conference, however, took a different approach
in proceedings publications compared to previous years. There
are two types of proceedings in this year's ICAT. Out of 523
total submissions, 138 papers was accepted as a Springer
Lecture Notes in Computer Science type proceedings, and 142
papers was accepted as IEEE workshops type proceedings
(with 92 being full papers, and 50 short papers). Furthermore,
11 best papers from the LNCS proceedings were invited to
appear in September 2006's edition of [JVR. In comparison,
last year's ICAT only had 69 total submissions, from which 34
was accepted as full papers in ACM publication.

There were about 8 invited speakers in the conference,
and my impression was that each speaker was an expert in

one of the main theme present at this year's ICAT. Those

34

themes were: artificial life, real time simulation, ubiquitous
computing, virtual heritage, virtual reality, vr interfaces,
tools and technique for modeling VR systems, motion
tracking/haptic, and mixed reality. I personally thought each
invited speakers delivered very interesting talk, and it would
be too long to summarize each of them. However, since | am
in the MR field, I was particularly interested by the message
delivered by Dr. Mark Billinghurst regarding the future
direction of MR research.

He first began his talk by showing the video of "Eye of
Judgement”, the first commercial MR game that will be soon
available for the PS3 console. Excited with the good progress
of MR finally being used commercially, he stated that MR
must contribute to what Gilbert&Pine called the experience
economy, in which experience is the new sell, above old
paradigm such as service, product and base component.

And as the next step forward, he strongly suggested that
MR researchers should include user study as a part of their
research. This is because his recent field research showed that
92% of MR/AR research publications in recent years didn't
include user studies. He argued that a user study is beneficial
to show the effectiveness of MR, for example, in aspects such
as improving perception, interaction, and collaboration.

Most of the conference itself was held in the main hotel
(New Century Zhejiang Resort), instead of in Zhejiang
University. That was nice because we didn't have to spend
time in transportation in the morning to attend sessions. On
the last day (Dec Ist), the conference was done at noon, and
we had the chance to visit Hangzhou's famous West lake, and
in the evening we visited Song Dynasty Town. Song Dynasty
town is a theme park that recreated the civilization during the

time of Song Dynasty, I felt like I traveled back in time to the
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kung-fu era: I think the whole the theme park could be used as
an outdoor set for kung-fu martial arts movies. The highlight
of the attraction here was the music/acrobatic show showing
the history of Hangzhou. The show was fabulous, featuring
many good dances, acrobatics, and colorful costume. The
setup was also very elaborate, some of my favorites were the
indoor waterfall, projection onto rain mist, and green laser
shows. I think the show was as good or better than many Las
Vegas shows,

A combination of interesting technical talks. good
entertainment, getting to know many smart people, and
delicious Chinese food makes this year's ICAT a success.

In 2007 it will be held in Aalborg, Denmark hosted by
Aalborg University.

This year's website is: www.icat2006.org
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http://www.nextmed.com/mmvr_virtual_reality.html
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http://sound.jp/puredata/
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Hansung Kim (Knowledge Science Lab, ATR-International)
In 80s and 90s, Sewoon-Sanga and Cheongyechon were the best places to get rare electronic components or devices.

They were deep and huge area behind the downtown of the capital, Seoul, where small shops stood roof by roof. Most

storekeepers were real experts in their fields and well acquainted with the structure of the markets though they didn't get
regular education. Most of them were wholesale dealers but many manias wandered over the areas to look for something
special.

From the middle of 90s, the areas were getting smaller with the reconstruction of the downdown. Then the center of
the market moved to Yongsan. Yongsan is a well-organized big shopping area for electronics. They sell products and
components at both retail and wholesale, so it became popular even to the general public. Yongsan has very similar
atmosphere to Akihabara and Denden town in Japan, and still it is the biggest market place for electronics.

Now Korea is one of the most progressed country in the rate of internet in use. Naturally, internet markets grew up
quickly. Many shopping sites provide search engines for shoppoing, and it makes customers find the cheapest shop where it
sells what they want. Many shops in Yonsan and Namdaemoon markets are running their own internet shoppoing malls.

There is also a knowledge-sharing site such as "Naver". It is a kind of Q&A borads in all fields, so anybody can ask and
collect information about anything. We can have a doubt who on earth are willing to answer the questions, but incredibly
many people are sharing their knowledge there. Therefore, we can seek or ask information for some products or components
on the board. There is every possibility of being answered already about your question by the previous questioner.

If you want to get very rare components or products, however, it is still the best way to go to the bystreet of the
downtown. The best specialists are not poeple who majored in the fields, not salesclerks in a retail shop, but the old

storekeepers of shabby shops in obscurity.
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Date:May16-18,2007

Place:Institute of Industrial Science, the University of
Tokyo, Japan

http://www.cvl.iis.u-tokyo.ac jp/mva/

B CME2007

2007 IEEE/ICME International Conference on Complex
Medical Engineering

Date:May23-27,2007

Place:Beijing Jingfeng Hotel, China
http://frontier.eng.kagawa-u.ac,jp/CME2007/

M ICAT2007

17th International Conference on Artificial Reality
and Telexistence

Date: Nobemmber 28-30, 2007

Place: Aalborg University Esbjerg , Denmark
http://www.icat2007.org/



CER JVRSJ Vol.12 No.1 March, 2007 57

BARN—F v LU T )T 2alE, LNN—F v IV T )T OFEFEEICED DAL ZN SR
ELT, 2EXBELTVWET. BEN—F¥IVITUT 128, N—FrILUT7 )T I
BT AHEEMOBRTHROBEDY, £2T, N—=F+ILUT T IcET 220HEM &
UEfoESEREIINY, ERAOXIL - BOR ELERBICHESTHTEEEBNELTVE
¥, I%, B ER £EF (EPR HRF B EMEE0H5053RHFT/NN—FrIL
7T 1 I EETAREREITOTWVEA, RUN=F v LT )T+ DIE - Hilizm, &
ZVNSEEY, OB, BN, #HR - EENGARICERESLBOAIE, BEEREICEA
ETETHEOPEHBLET.

wERFH

. WBEEE GRXGE - #2358 DA BF4[E
. 1=K LR —DEE

. KB, #HER MRIDAEITEREA

. RETOHERZE

. M DFRE. HE

. REETEEOFSIBA

ok WwN =

SBERLSHE
SEADERIEFRDESYTY.
28 N\=FrIVIT VT4 RBETNCEET 20HF2FFM T HEA
FERE N\ —FrIITUT 1 RSENICEET 2B EHRPORE (KEREEZZE)
BHR8  AFR0OBNICEBRT S, N—FvILUT7 VT ICBERHZ2 R, 15 WK MEFOEHE

2 # S PP
E2£ A . 10, 000M © 4, 000M
2ESE - 4, 000M 4, 000M
== 100, 000H . (=Ric2%)

*EKELORHRUBEFEREF1A~1 28T, RER—FE25WMZRAIELET
* EEDEPTARTNSEEL, TOEESORBEMALTTEL. TDHE, RXERUFRHEIL,
ZTOFEEDE1SHEHEEY W LET.

FERICARERLINDHE, FEEBBETHEHAVLGHOETEL.
Fiz, BRR—LA—Y ( http//wwwursjorg/ ) BSF US54 Y ARBERAL TRIAWIEEFET.

HELEHE

BEN—FvILITUTFR

T 113-0033 REHIXEEAM2 —28 —3 1LEEEIL 301

TEL: 03-5840-8777 FAX: 03-5840-8766  e-mail: vrsjoffice@vrsj.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp

57



58 BEA—FYLUFPUTPEER 1241520074538 CEA

RO, FRORE, BESICLIELBENEOEBREEHTTH.
EEOTEEH GV EFRDSDEHSE - HITNSHBEELA.

EF VR, FRRORE), BEFICKY, ZENBBITVREWTWSEIE (RTFR, BiF5%,
#;FRiERR, BEES, FAXES, TiTWX%, Email) CEBEOLELHZIHEE, &P
MMCTEEDELEEBETBMSETEL.

FRR—LR— (http//www.uyrsjorg/) RET—EADR—J LU ERBEBRNBEERE
ZAIO-FWEREEEEREZLA L TEZEH D WLIE FAX THEY Wfc<h, E-mail
TTERTEL.

WEXN—F v LT T« FREBHEG
T 113-0023 FREPREALS 2-28-3 LLight)L 301
Tel:03-5840-8777  Fax:03-5840-8766
E-mailvrsjoffice@vrsj.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp

BERERIAS 22—V EFEI+A—T L4

Ultra—Realistic Communications Forum
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