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M ISWC2006

Alvaro Cassinelli 7o - nxu
HEAL

Although it was my first ISWC conference, I felt very
comfortable on this very interdisciplinary community in
virtually no time (check the program here[1]). No wonder
in fact: leaving aside an unconditional interest - should [ say
love? - for high-tech wearable gadgets, nobody there seems to
completely agree on the meaning of “wearable computing”,
thus opening the door to a lot of interesting submissions
and presentations (including wearable devices for helping
the disabled, new learning/entertainment uses of mobile
phones -the ultimate wearable?- and of course the ubiquitous
papers assessing existing input/output interfaces such as
the “twiddler”[2]). The conference actually closed on a
reflection about the direction the community should take, and
personally I regret that too much time was spent discussing
on the meaning of the words wearable and computing (and
on their more or less appropriate juxtaposition), instead on
trying to discern what is the thing that we actually want to
do here, and how to do it better - or stopping doing it for that
matter. Very much to the point then, was the invited talk by
Professor Masahiko Inami [3]. His talk was a demonstration
that the field can be positively driven by idiosyncratic forces
instead of general principles. Inami's talk was essentially a
review of his various (inspired) breakthroughs in the field of
augmented reality and augmented perception, scattered here
and there with interesting insights. Simply put, Inami's goal
is to create artificial prosthesis that does not lack the sense
of “embodiment". He showed a picture of a modern airplane
besides a classic representation of Icarus, and he commented

on this by saying that while a plane give us the “ability” to
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fly, something is lacking: nobody really feels like a bird (even
on first class!) and this is somehow frustrating. (Not just
frustrating in fact: if we could fly like birds, then we would
be much more proficient at flying - at least as long as we stay
far from the Sun!). In other words, the future of an interface
is no interface at all: the integration between the user and the
wearable device would be so seamless as to appear a part of
us (as performance sportswear specialist Jane McCann [4]
latter explained in a Saturday morning tutorial, this is in fact
the secret of well designed clothing: it may radically change
your body image (better for good!), but should always fuse
with the body schema, not distort it). The introductory talk
closed on Arthur C. Clark famous quote (“any advanced
technology is indistinguishable from magic”), and with
Professor Inami struggling to find a common thread behind
his own body of works. He declared to be interested in the
field of X-men computing. From my point of view, although
this certainly does not cover the whole field of wearable
computing (for instance, a lot of works built upon the idea
of "measuring” as much as possible information from the
human body for purposes as diverse as the study of social
interactions or medical monitoring), and leaving aside the
(intentional) sensationalism, this may well represent a useful
“working definition” of the field of wearable computing. That
being said, let me add that the atmosphere was relaxed and
the place (Montreux) enchanting. 1 had a wonderful time and
I am certainly willing to participate to next ISWC (at MIT)-
next time [ promise to write this report in real-time and with a
twiddler.

[1] http://www-static.cc.gatech.edu/gvu/ccg/iswc06/
program.html

[2] http://www.handykey.com/

[3] http://www.hi.mce.uec.ac.jp/inami-lab/inami/index-
eng.html

[4] http://artschool.newport.ac.uk/smartclothes/
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